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Tensions over land tenure issues are still a major obstacle to successful culmination of the
Salvadoran peace process. Given the government's non-compliance with its commitment to transfer
land parcels to former combatants, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) has
called on the international community to pressure President Alfredo Cristiani's administration
to fulfill its promises. Meanwhile, farm occupations by land-hungry campesinos are on the rise,
some of which publicly supported by the FMLN. During a May 11 press conference in San Salvador,
members of the FMLN's agrarian commission declared that under the peace accord compliance
timetable currently in effect, the government was to have transferred 77,000 land parcels to
demobilized rebel combatants by January 31. However, they said that in fact only 41,000 parcels
have been turned over, and in no cases have the new owners received clear title to the land. An
essential component of the 1992 peace accords which brought an end to the war hinged upon land
issues. The government agreed not only to redistribute tens of thousands of land parcels to former
army troops, former rebels, and landless peasants, but also to provide beneficiaries with loans for
production at preferential interest rates. Consequently, the FMLN has called on the UN to pressure
the government into compliance, and has urged campesinos to take more belligerent action. In
a related development, on May 12, leaders from the Fundacion 16 de Enero an organization set
up by the FMLN to assist former rebels in the process of reintegrating into civilian life criticized
what they characterized as a government boycott of reintegration programs. They warned that the
government's position undermines the process of national reconciliation and threatens the country's
political stability. According to the Foundation, the heart of the problem is the government's
refusal to grant preferential interest rates on loans to demobilized rebels working as farmers or
as administrators of small-scale businesses in the cities. The former rebels demand loans with
interest rates calculated on the basis of prevailing profit margins for a given economic activity. But
the government has instead only made loans available at commercial rates, currently 20%. The
Foundation insists that, with those interest rates, it would be nearly impossible for most former
combatants to make their enterprises economically viable. The Foundation says it presented several
proposals for resolving the credit problem, but the government remains intransigent. The current
difficulties faced by former Salvadoran rebels for reintegrating into civilian life are strikingly similar
to problems which have occurred in neighboring Nicaragua. There, nearly three years after the
end of demobilization of contras from the Nicaraguan Resistance (Resistencia Nicaraguense, RN),
many of the commitments regarding land transfers and provision of production assistance to former
combatants remain unfulfilled. Broken government promises regarding land redistribution have
been a constant source of tension and instability, as many former rebels drift among the limited
options of participating in spontaneous land invasions, taking up arms again to join new rebel
groups, or hooking up with roving bands of outlaws. (Sources: United Press International, 05/11/93;
Agence France- Presse, 05/12/93)
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